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Open my eyes so that I can see the
wonderful truths in your law.
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This summer, The Boston Project operated our 15% Summer Missions Program. Over 200 youth from around
the country came to join with us in caring for people. One eensistent theme of this summer was how God
opened youth’s eyes to the realities of injustice in our city and world — in the words of one 15-year-old girl,
“an amazing, mind-changing experience filled with love and service.” As teenagers served in some unfamiliar

places, we heard again and again, “I never knew this was happening.” Below is a story from one of our Sum-
mer Staff, Young Park, about how God opened the eyes of a team of teenagers as they served...

I by Young Park, 2010 Summer Staff

remember being so discouraged when it started to pour rain
just as we arrived at the Boston Common. Our youth volunteers
were about to begin the final activity of their summer mission trip
called “Spontaneous Service.” After a week of planned projects, we send out small teams
around the Boston Common to serve spontaneously as the Holy Spirit leads them.

I was really looking forward to watching my youth step out of their comfort zones, but
the rain was now pouring down and drenching my hopes. In order to avoid the storm,
we decided to take shelter under a McDonald’s awning. There were a lot of other people
standing with us so I figured “Why not take advantage of this moment?” I encouraged
the youth to look and see if there were any needs around us.

Almost immediately the teens noticed a man sitting alone against the wall. The students
began to talk with him and asked if he wanted anything to eat or drink. In very broken
English, he said that he was very hungry. So they bought him something to eat.

However, he wasn't as interested in the food they bought him. He kept pleading “please
help...please help...please help...please don’t leave me...” None of us expected his cry. We
didn’t know what to do except to stay with him as long as we could and pray for him.

While we gathered around praying for him, he wouldn’t stop crying. We were so
heart-broken; we felt so helpless. There was nothing we could do at that point except pray.
Finally, we said our goodbyes with heavy and aching hearts. We knew that we were able
to be with him in that hour - but where would he be tomorrow or the next day?

Later as we reflected on what happened, we realized that God used this moment to
open our eyes. Had it not rained, we probably would not have run into this man. Had
we not run into him, these teenagers would not have witnessed the broken world that we
live in. It was a moment of clarity - all of the scriptures and issues of injustice we dis-
cussed earlier in the week - homelessness, hunger, loving the alien in your land — became
more than just intellectual thoughts. They became real to us. (continued on page 2)

Sorting tons of fresh produce for the hungry



- Credtive juslice

When face-to-face with complex issues of injustice, it’s
easy to feel overwhelemed, powerless, and frustrated. But

God’s Word says in Psalm 37:5-6:

“Commit your way to the LORD; trust in him and
he will do this: He will make your righteousness
shine like the dawn, the justice of your cause like the
noonday sun.”

At The Boston Project, we believe there are so many ways
to work for justice - our God is a creative God!

Sorting toys for

Partnering with
local ministries
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THANKSGIVING
BASKETS

Can you help us feed 80 families this Thanksgiving?
Consider taking a “food offering” one Sunday!

Donations Needed:

* Frozen Turkeys * More Turkeys

* Mashed Potato Mix  * Stuffing

* Canned Veggies * (ranberry Sauce
* Breads & Rolls * Desserts

* 64 oz. Fruit Juices = Coffee & Tea

e $250 to buy baskets and other goodies
(you can donate online)

Donations must be dropped off at
15 Elmhurst Street by Friday, Nov. 19*
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(Open My Eyes, continued from page 1)

Currently, I (Young) am a 3" year college student. Even for
me, this encounter has made a huge difference in the way I
live out my faith. I recognize Jesus spent much of his time with the
poor, the homeless, and the marginalized. Jesus embraced and loved
them. I really need to reconsider my lifestyle and whether Jesus’
life is being expressed through me?

" This year I am choosing to live with five non-believers so that I might

be more available to share Jesus with them. At The Boston Project I
learned the importance of incarnational ministry — living in prox-
imity to the people that I love and hope to serve. I want to be avail-
able to these guys. Also, God by his sovereign grace structured my
semester so that I don’t have any classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays.

' This allows me to continue serving with Starlight Ministries to the

homeless. As a matter of fact, I went out to the Common today and

“ had some great spontaneous conversations with people!

General Fund Update: Half-Full! s were optimists) Need: $72,000

We have much to be thankful for this year. In recent months, a number of
people have made special gifts towards the General Fund, and several more
have committed to giving $25, $50, or even $100 monthly.

Why is it so important? The General Fund covers many of the costs related 27%
to running a Neighborhood Ministry House. Additionally, some staff raise
support for their salaries, grants pay for specific programs, and program fees
make a dent in staff time and service supplies. However, the General Fund 27%
provides funding for youth programs and some key operational costs.

Don’t let the name fool you - even though it’s General, it’s also Essential - we
can not operate without the financial support of people like you who believe
in our ministry. That’s why we would like to ask you to consider making a
special year-end gift to our General Fund - were optimistic you will. :)

2010 General Fund

2010 Sources of Revenue

Staff Support- General Fund
21%

Raising
Other

9%

rants $36,906
16% Raised
to-date

Program Fees

Would you consider
a special year-end gift
to our General Fund?




Emily Oldham served with The Boston Project beginning in the summer of 2008, and recently =
returned to her hometown of Nashville, TN. While her main role was mobilizing volunteers,
& Emily’s passion for our neighborhood stretched wide as she loved others through Homework
i Center, teen Bible Study, Starlight Ministries to the Homeless, and simple daily acts of kind-
ness to neighbors. In her words, “y’all are crazy for thinking I can summarize 2.5 years in 3
., paragraphs,” but as in everything she does, she found a way.
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Then Samauel took a stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, saying,
“Thus far has the LORD helped us.” -1 Samuel 7:12

GoD IS PATIENT. My first summer at The Boston Project as a staff counselor, I hosted youth groups on urban missions trips. One day, I
was leading a painting site at a local church. I was confident we would finish that afternoon. But as we started, the paint began bubbling.
I encouraged the team to paint over the bubbles; maybe it just needed a second coat? Hours later, I had an unpainted, bubbly ceiling and
a discouraged team — a staff counselor’s nightmare. After several more exhausting days of trial and error, we finally discovered a solution.
I couldn’t wait to talk about it with my team since many of them had remained committed to this grueling project. As we completed the
project, we had a great discussion about the Lord’s patience with us. We felt accomplished and humbled at the same time — knowing that
God is in the process of repairing the broken parts of our hearts just as we patiently repaired this broken ceiling.

Gob 15 JusT. One afternoon at Homework Center, I was helping a girl with her math assignment. Sitting on the table in front of her were
worksheets due the next day. She was frustrated because they lacked any explanation of how to complete the problems. I asked where her
math book was, and she told me that her grade didn’t have any math books. That angered me - my
eyes were being opened to the lack of resources that face some schools in our nation. I couldn’t believe
how unjust it felt. Working at The Boston Project has ignited a passion in me to help end edu-
cational injustice. I am currently seeking employment in the metro Nashville public school system.

GobD 1S LOVE. One of my favorite memories about Boston Project was how often we prayed
together. It scems like we were always praying! My personal favorite was morning prayer in the
living room. Many tears were shed — both tears of joy and tears of sadness; I remember being quite
vulnerable! I believed that God was going to show up — we all did. Whether we were praying for
youth by name, lifting up church partners, or praying in advance for our summer staff; it was such
a relief to surrender all of it to God before we started the day.

The title of my reflection uses the uncommon word “Ebenezer,” which is a Hebrew word meaning
“a stone of help.” In the Old Testament, an ebenezer stone was a reminder of God’s faithfulness to
the Israelites. Today, we sing “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” which includes the line “Here
I raise my Ebenezer.” I used to wonder if I would ever experience the true depth of that word. I can
say today, God has proven himself faithful. He has given me more than a memory of my time in
Boston; He has given me an Ebenezer. I look forward to the many times ahead when I will reflect
on my time at The Boston Project and say, “thus far has the Lord helped (me).”

Please PRAY for these needs of The Boston Project

Praise Gob for our new Americorps staff member Dana, growing neighborhood leadership, a better- ‘:ﬁ
than-expected yard sale, a dozen youth coming to Bible study, the increase of new students attending The BOSTON PROJECT
Homework Center, a restful September, and for your prayers and financial support! e

SpirITUAL HUNGER. Some of our youth face physical danger regularly. However, many more of our

youth are lost spiritually. Pray that God will give them a hunger to discover and know Him. Ueillgidilis i
‘The Boston Project Ministries
PrysicaL HUNGER. Ask God to supply an abundance of food for our Thanksgiving Baskets and more! 670 Washington Street

Dorchester, MA 02124
FamiLy MINISTRY. Ask God for direction as we explore how to best support families in our neighborhood.

NEIGHBORHOOD MINISTRY HOUSES. Pray for our Board as they work on guidelines for ministry houses. P}Flone:(é(f;;)9§§9()‘8§§5
ax: =
YEAR END FUNDING. Our General Fund is half-full! Pray for God’s generous provision. The ministry

operates day-by-day waiting upon Him for our daily bread. Ask God to provide the remaining $35,000 | ~ Website: www.tbpm.org
needed in 2010 to cover our operational expenses. = cinon




Visit our blogs for more updates at www.thpm.org/blogs
Updates from £ ? prm.0rgoiog

The Boston Project Staft Team

We trust God is blessing you and your family. Last spring we asked many of you to pray with
us for God to increase our territory. We are excited to report that we are experiencing some of
our greatest attendance at Homework Center (15-20 new children) and at our youth Bible study
this fall. We just added a new staff member (Dana below), and have an autumn full of service
days. Pray for God’s strength and the resources necessary to continue His great work!

Autumn is a refreshing time for us. Each September we push the reset button
and reconsider our priorities, commitments, and family goals for the coming
year. This year we also celebrate 15 years in ministry with The Boston Project!
We hope to spend time reflecting on our purpose and skills in ministry, to
begin writing The Boston Project story, and to focus more on the spiritual
development of our daughters. Watch for more exciting details to come....

David & Mindy R o

(by David) We do not know the time, day or year of the return of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, so we need to keep our walk with him at 100%. This concept is true for the
youth that I work with. There is no such thing as being on- or off- the clock. I need to be
who I'am atall times. If I do not make a valiant effort to operate at 100% at every moment
than I leave room for the Enemy to come and use me to lead the children of God astray.
I refuse to let that happen in the name of Jesus.

I have had two incredible summers as a Boston Project summer staff in 2008 and 2010.
After graduating Liberty University and finishing my internship here, I thought my time
with the ministry was over. Little did I know what God was preparing for my life! After
much prayer, it was obvious that God was preparing a place for me here to pursue two
of my passions; communications and working with youth. So here I am! Ready to work,
learn, love, and play. ’'m very excited to see where this year will take me as a new Bostonian.

In the midst of a fi// summer, one moment that stands out to me was the time where we
were drawing pictures about the people who help us to stay grounded in Christ. One
young boy drew a picture of the world with a crack in it and over the crack was a hand. He
shared that the crack represented the world and the problems that tear it apart. The hand
is God’s people that are here to repair it. He understood that he was sent by God to be the
hand that helps others. Praise God for that revelation at such a tender age.

God is reminding us that ministry doesn’t wait until we’re “established” in a new
house. As we continue looking, He continues to open up new opportunities
for ministry right where we live. Our (large) yard has become a neighborhood
playground, which has allowed us to get to know neighbors on a deeper level.
We are excited for one family in particular, who has begun coming to church
and Bible study with us. Praise God that He doesn’t wait until we're “ready.”

Liz Boyd - Executive Assistant and Community Development

I recently attended the Christian Community Development Association (CCDA) con-
ference in Chicago, and was struck by the importance of knowing our collective past as
believers. It’s inspiring to hear heart-wrenching stories of personal injustice followed by
the words, “but LOVE conquers all.” Our collective past as believers shows that when we
take the words of Christ literally, radical things happen. Let us love with actions and in
truth, and see what happens. I have no doubt that God will show up.

Unseen Servants!

The Boston Project depends on many people that serve as volunteer staff in many areas of
our ministry. They go unseen by most, but we want to say a huge “THANKS” to: Carol
Major and Jenna DeYoung for helping with Homework Center; Matt Payne for faithfully

co-leading Real Life Bible Study; Sherimon Harris and Ben Cressy for piloting green
space initiatives; Jim Malkemes and Joan McCoy for hours of help on Yard Sales. We're
sure this isn't everyone - to all who make this ministry possible, Thank You!
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Recent Photos
Columbus Day Service Day
with Neighbors and St. John's Church




